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On 24 September 2026, the Supreme Court of Singapore issued Registrar's Circular No. 4 of 2026, introducing an
updated Guide for the Conduct of Arbitration Originating Applications ("Guide").

The Guide applies to arbitration originating applications filed under the Rules of Court 2021 which are to be heard on or
after 1 October 2026. It supersedes its predecessor in Registrar's Circular No. 2 of 2025, and introduces a new
requirement for parties to address costs and disbursements in their written submissions.

Paragraph 11(ii)(b) of the Guide provides that each party must, in the concluding paragraphs of their written submissions,
address both the appropriate costs order and the amount of costs and disbursements to be awarded in respect of all
parties. In doing so:

1. Parties must state their costs position for both success and failure.
2. If a party contends that costs should not follow the event where it fails on an application, it must briefly set out its
supporting arguments, including any relevant conduct or other circumstances relied upon.

Practitioners should therefore be mindful to address costs alongside their merits submissions. This may require earlier
review of recoverable costs and disbursements and of any conduct that may justify a departure from the usual event-
based approach. Also, more forward planning may be called for. The Guide maintains the default 35-page limit for
written submissions (paragraph 11(ii)(a)) even as it now requires parties to address costs. If parties anticipate requiring
an uplift to the page limit, they would do well to broach the matter with their counterparts ahead of the first case
conference.

Visit Arbitration Asia for insights from our thought leaders across Asia concerning arbitration and other alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms, ranging from legal and case law developments to market updates and many more.
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https://arbitrationasia.rajahtannasia.com/articles/singapore/
https://www.judiciary.gov.sg/news-and-resources/registrar's-circulars/circular-details/registrar's-circular-no.-4-of-2026-supreme-court
https://www.judiciary.gov.sg/docs/default-source/circulars/2025/registrar's_circular_no_2_2025_supreme_court_signed.pdf?sfvrsn=88b9fe00_1
https://arbitrationasia.rajahtannasia.com/
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Please feel free to contact the editorial team of Arbitration Asia at arbitrationasia@rajahtannasia.com, and follow us on LinkedIn
here.

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of member firms with local legal practices in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes our regional offices in China as well as regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan, and South Asia. Member firms are
independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local requirements.

The contents of this article are owned by Rajah & Tann Asia together with each of its member firms and are subject to all relevant protection (including but not limited
to copyright protection) under the laws of each of the countries where the member firm operates and, through international treaties, other countries. No part of this
article may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic
means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann Asia or its respective member firms.

Please note also that whilst the information in this article is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended to provide a general
guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as legal advice or a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course of action as such
information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. You should seek legal advice for your specific situation. In addition, the information in
this article does not create any relationship, whether legally binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility
for any loss or damage which may result from accessing or relying on the information in this article.
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